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Planting and watering guide for
landscape plants

o The planting oite: The planting site dhsuld frovide the froper light,
and_naotrotwuctune. Look up awd around to make sune yoarn tree delectiond
will not interfene with powen lnes, structunes, or ofher trees and plants as
they wiature.

{from drying out-or improper Uighting. When it o not fosscble to plant night
away, diake oure the plante are watered thoroughly on a dadly basce. 7
bossdble, do not disturb. the neots of the plant when &t co nemoved from the
ot 7 itid noot bound, gently lossen the noote ae well a¢ nemove exceds doil
fuoo e 1 of TR, s cionrn, gy SRR

above landscape soil
ot piled on toy \ / Irrigation device

dighitly shallowern and several
uckes widern around than the i Backfill soil

noot ball of the plant. Put the ol nemoved aside for backidlling the hole. Place the
plant in the hole making sune The top of the plant s noot ball io dlightly higher than
backfdll sodl becanse extensive neseanch clearly dhows that amendments typically do ot
cuenease swnvival on growth after planting. Ouce the plant éo in place and at the

Root ball




Gently fress the soll To secane The flant and To remove any aér pockets. T necessary,
propely otate the plant. Wake sune wo dodl on muleh co placed oven the noot ball!
can lbeeps ¢ Yoo mocst on Yoo dny. MWalel: on the trunk can aloe canse bark deterconation
and encournage trunk diseate. See diagram aboe.

Watening.: Aften backiilling the hole. give the plant a deeps steady soaking
of water anound the base. Locate the ivigation device do it delivers waten o
the noot ball. Then continue with the following watering guidelines. Be aware
of local watering nestrictions and follow them accordingly.

Watering Guidelines for Vigor
Water mast be applied gradually to allow water to soak in and wnot nun-off.

Facthjully apply Z to 5 gallons of water per inch of trank diameter for dnubs and
thees.

< 2 iuck calipen: Waten cuery day for € weeks. cvery other day for 2
mouths, and Zx'¢ weekly for onc year

2-4 inch calipen: Waten dadly for lmouth; every other day for 3 mouths,
>4 cuct calipen: Water daily for 6 weeks, every other day for 5 months:
and 2y s weebly for one year.

Provide supplemental watering daring dny frencods for aps to several years
after planting drnoaght tolenant trees and plante

Establishment Times
® Fenbaceous penenncale, bunch grasses, fewns, aguatics: 4 weeks to 5 mounths.
® Swmall Stnabs: 6 mouths to | year
o Largern stnabs, palme, and trees: 5 to 6 months fren iuch of trank diameten. Ju
other wornds, owe year on mone cn modt inslances.




® Vuletiing: Apply a 2- 3 inch thick lagen of ensironmentally fricudly
organce malel such as Pinve Straw, Welaleuca Malet (Florimauletr), or Pine
Bank Nuggets. Malet (never Cyprecs Mulett) co essential to weed suppression

® (Jold Protection: 9u the bouns bejone a froot on freese event, plante dhould
be well watened to kel them weather the drying effect of wind and cold
lempernatancs. Hlow enough time for the foliage to dry before frodt on avoid getting
the foliage wet darning watening ¢ possdble. e sane 7o SHUT OFF ALL
IRRIGATION {fer the daration of freesing temperatures to prevent major damage
o the plants. Tt o a common midconceplion that waten dhould be allowed to nun
daning {reezing tempenatanes to frotect plante with ice, but in modt cades, this will
sevenely damage plante that woald otherwise sarvive a freese with much less
thaama.
Plants that ane uot tolenant of fnedt or fneesing Cempenatunes dhould be taken in-
Never allow plastic to dinectly contact plant parts. Plastic will convey cold on
teat upp in unlight the next moruing, barning the flants you cntended to frotect.
Ater a soft tissue plant has nececued cold bunn, the soft, musty damaged tissue
slioald be nemoved immediately to prevent further decay. (Jold burned woody plants

* Planting specification for trees, Ed Gilman, Professor, Environmental Horticulture Department,
University of Florida — Gainesville (see hort.ifas.ufledu/woody/treecare.html for more detail)




